December 8, 2019
The Birth of John the Baptist

Next Sunday
The Revelation to Joseph
Eph 3:1-13 (Commission to Preach)
Mt 1:18-25 (The Birth of Jesus)

Your Gifts To God
Offering Report for November 24th - 30th
Online.........coovvvvvvvnnnnn.. $845.00
Collection...........coovvunnnn. $602.00
Weekly Total.......... $1.,447.00
YTD Total.......oovevvvviiennnennnn. $86,142.14
YTDGoal......oooveeiiiaaii. $88,608.00
YTD Difference.................. -$2,465.86

Saint Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church

Saint Sharbel, Pray for Us!

1804 SE 16th Ave., Portland, OR 97214
503.231.3853

stsharbelpdx@ gmail.com
www.stsharbel.org

Liturgy Intentions
Sunday, December 8th 10:30 am

Berna Sheehan on her Birthday
Monday, December 9th

+John Galindo

Tuesday, December 10th
Available

Wednesday, December 11th

Available
Thursday, December 12th
+John Galindo
Friday, December 13th
Available
Saturday, December 14th
Available

Sunday, December 15th
+Elie Layoun

Adoration/Exposition every Sunday at 9:30
am before the morning Liturgy.

Confession every Sunday at 9:45 am before
the morning Liturgy.

Also join us to pray the Rosary on Sundays
at 10:00 am before the Liturgy begins.

Altar Sponsorship

Sunday, December 8th
Available
Sunday, December 15th
Available



mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org
mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org

St. Sharbel's Children Christmas Pageant

Ages 4 to 12 years old are all welcome to participate in the Christmas Pageant. Children
dress up in costumes for the Nativity scene and will learn a two songs to sing on Christmas
eve. Rehearsals will be immediately after Mass in the upstairs classroom.

The dates are December 8, 15 and 22.

Please email Nadia Redmond ( ) by December 1st, if your
child(ren) are interested and can attend all rehearsals.

Parish Council CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2019

Christmas Breakfast: Sunday, December 15

+Bruce Ashford . L _ _
(Treasurer) Christmas Eve Vigil: Tuesday, December 24, Kids Concert/play will be

Charlie Ashou at 5:00pm, Mass will start immediately after.
Gus Bekahi Christmas Day: Wednesday, December 25, 10:30 am

Nick El Haijj Feast of Circumcision: Wednesday, January 1, 10:30 am
Agopos Ghossein
Adib Karam
+Claude Karam

Anne Marentette
(Secretary)

Doug Raab
+Thaddeus Rask

Nadia Redmond ANNUAL
Mitc.h Siekmann CH RISTMAS
Laif Waldron BRE AKF AST

December 15, 2019
Following the Holy Mysteries

Ex Officio ~With special guest: St. Nick!~
+ Deaco n To ny This event’s proceeds will benefit:
+Deacon Wad | h the Maronite Monks of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

SAINT SHARBEL PARISH
Invites you to our

and is organized by:
the Cedars of Saint Sharbel Youth Group and Parents

+Finance

. M
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The Cedars of Saint Sharbel
Youth Group Discussion Schedule:

All meetings held in upstairs classroom immediately following Sunday Mass.

15th - Christmas Breakfast Service Project - Church Basement

12th - Truth vs. Tolerance
26th - Church Authority: What is It? and Apologetics

9th - Youth and Young Adult Saints
23rd - Mary : Her Motherhood, her Apparitions, the Rosary

8th - Sacraments and Mysteries : Their meaning, Grace
22nd - TBA

19th - The Truth About Human Sexuality and God

17th - Social Event: TBA

PRAY FOR
POPE FRANCIS

50th Anniversary of his
Ordination to the Priesthood

December 13, 2019

CNS Photo/Paul Haring




Reflection
The Visitation of the Virgin Elizabeth
Lk 1:57-66

It is telling that we celebrate the birth of a man — St. John the Baptist — in the season leading up to the great
celebration of the birth of our Lord and God, Jesus Christ. It reveals much about the divine plan of salvation, but
I would like to identify in particular what it says of the relationship between God and man. It seems obvious to
say that Christ’s salvation of mankind was for the sake of mankind. But what is often taken for granted in
speaking about the divine action in the world is that it is out of His benevolence and love of mankind that God
acts. God does not act in the abstract, far from humanity, but salvation is wrought amongst men and using the
free will of men. John the Baptist is an example of mankind’s intimate involvement in our own salvation. Even
Christ becoming man was His involvement of our very nature in His plan to sanctify us and elevate us to
participate in His divinity.

We celebrate John the Baptist this Sunday because he is the saint sent ahead of Christ by Christ to prepare His
way, “the voice of one calling in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way for the Lord’” (John 1:23). As we recall
from the Announcement to Zechariah, not only is John’s mother, Elizabeth, very old, she was also barren for her
entire marriage to Zechariah. Yet, God has deemed it fitting in His love for mankind to make the barren fruitful,
and so Elizabeth begets a child in her old age — but not just any child, but the prophet of the Most High. John
goes before Christ to prepare the way to announce the Gospel. It is John who first baptizes, and, in fact, it is
John who baptizes Jesus, which He humbles Himself to just as He humbled Himself to be born of the Virgin
Mary. In God’s greatness, He has come down to us that He might bring us up to Himself and He involves us
only by our own free will. The miraculous birth of John is the answer to Elizabeth and Zechariah’s prayers, and
John’s ministry is his response to the call of the Lord.

Knowing God is infinitely good and seeking to involve us in our own sanctification, how do we respond? The
prayers of the Syriac Maronite tradition give us profound insight:

O God most high and incomprehensible, Who in His goodness established the worlds and brought them into
being, in Whose wisdom created heaven and adorned it with stars, by Whose will a voice, which announced
before Himself, was begotten from a barren and fruitless womb, now beget in us sweet voices of Your praises,
noble exaltations of Your thanks and choice acclaim of Your wonders. Make us worthy all the days of our lives
that with purity and holiness we may give thanks to You, worship You and glorify You, and Your Father, and Your
living and Holy Spirit, now and at all times, forever. Amen. (From the Syriac Maronite Vespers for the Feast of the
Birth of John the Baptist)

This prayer begins by acknowledging the God we address is He Who created all things, not out of obligation, by
in His goodness. In the same goodness, He called John to go before Him from a barren womb. Just as God did
before, we ask Him to now again beget in our, at times, barren selves His own praises. It is a deception of the
devil to believe there is an insurmountable gap between God and man — for in God'’s goodness, He has bridged
it by becoming man Himself. Therefore, even in all our limitedness and failings, by the power and grace of God,
Who has created us in His image, we are lifted up to His glory if we only ask. We are each called by God to
give glory to Him in our own way — just as Elizabeth was called to birth John, John was called to be the prophet
of Christ, and the priest is called to offer sacrifice, each of us are to play our own role in purity and holiness.

— Article Credit: St Rafka Parish
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www.thepropertybrokersgroup.com
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KARAM LEBANESE DELI Diamond Wholesaler
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30 years in business
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Printers, Fax Machines, Copiers, 503.705.6609 - darin3100@aol.com
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“Where detail makes the difference"
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Want to Advertise Your Business?

Contact Nisreen Mouammar to set up
your advertisement today!

nisreen.mouammar@gmail.com




