
September 22, 2019
Second Sunday After the Holy Cross

Next Sunday
Third Sunday After the Holy Cross

Phil 3:17-4:1 (Wrong Conduct and Our Goal/Live in 
Concord 

 Mt 24:23-31 (The Great Tribulation/The Coming of the 
Son of Man) 

Liturgy Intentions
Sunday, September 22nd 10:30 am 
 +Catherine Johann 
Monday, September 23rd 
 Available 
Tuesday, September 24th 
 Available 
Wednesday, September 25th 
 Available 
Thursday, September 26th 
 Available 
Friday, September 27th 
 Available 
Saturday, September 28th 
 Available 
Sunday, September 29th 
 +George Issa 

Adoration/Exposition every Sunday at 9:30 
am before the morning Liturgy. 

Confession every Sunday at 9:45 am before 
the morning Liturgy. 

Also join us to pray the Rosary on Sundays 
at 10:00 am before the Liturgy begins. 

Saint Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church 
Saint Sharbel, Pray for Us! 

Your Gifts To God
Offering Report for September 8th - 14th

Online………………………$1,420.00
Collection………………….$543.00

Weekly Total……….$1,963.00

YTD Total…..………….…….…$68,476.76
YTD Goal………………………$68,302.00

YTD Difference………….…..$174.76

1804 SE 16th Ave., Portland, OR 97214
503.231.3853 

stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
www.stsharbel.org

Altar Sponsorship
Sunday, September 22nd

Redmond Family
Sunday, September 29th

Allam Family

mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org
mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org


Parish Council

+Bruce Ashford 
(Treasurer)

Charlie Ashou
Gus Bekahi
Nick El Hajj

Agopos Ghossein
Adib Karam

+Claude Karam
Anne Marentette

(Secretary)
Doug Raab

+Thaddeus Rask
Nadia Redmond
Mitch Siekmann

Laif Waldron

Ex Officio
+Deacon Tony

+Deacon Wadih

+Finance 
Committee

Parish /Community Events

St. Sharbel Sunday School Program  

Begins on Sunday, September 22, 2019 at 9:15 am. 
Our Sunday School program is for ages 6 to 12 years old. Children who are 

preparing for their first Holy Communion and Penance are taught in the upstairs 
classroom (above the Sanctuary). Older Children who have completed their First 

Holy Communion will join Angel Scouts and they are taught in the parish hall 
classroom (just below the cry room). 

Please see attached registration form for further information. If you have questions 
or need more information, please contact Nadia Redmond at 503-671-0440 or via 

email: n.redmond@comcast.net. 

The Cedars of Saint Sharbel 
Is group of teens which meets twice a month for the purpose of discipleship, 

fellowship, service, and fun. 

The topics of discussion this year will be relevant, exciting, and of interest to girls 
and boys ages 13 – 18.  Gennifer Karam and Michael Gama will be facilitating the 

discussions this year. 

The first meeting will be on Sunday, September 29 after the mass. Please see 
Gennifer or Michael for more information, or email Gennifer at 

jmjkaram3@gmail.com. 

mailto:jmjkaram3@gmail.com
mailto:n.redmond@comcast.net
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Reflection
Second Sunday After the Holy Cross 

Mt 24:1-14 

So great is the faith of the Thief whose Lord was crucified upon the Tree and Whose forgiveness he requested. 
With nails in His hands and feet, he said to Him, “Forgive me my transgression!” Behold, Simon who had seen 
denied [Him], John stood afar, and the Thief cried out, “Remember me when You come!” (From the prayers of 
the Feast of the Holy Cross)  

In mostly every other situation, it would be odd to hold up a thief as an example of how we should behave. But 
throughout the Syriac tradition, the Fathers constantly call our attention to how exemplary the Thief crucified 
next to Christ is (Luke 23:39-43). Simon Peter, who only shortly before the Passion professed that he would 
never abandon Christ, denied him and ran away. John, known as the Beloved Disciple and who laid his head on 
Jesus’ chest at the Last Supper, now stands afar. But it was a thief, who admitted his execution was deserved, is 
raised up as our saintly example even above the first Bishop of Rome and an apostle. From the Thief, we learn 
three salient lessons.  

The Thief sees with what the Syriac Fathers call the “Eye of the Spirit.” Christ was beaten and about to die, yet to 
the Thief He was clearly the Lord of All. While others taunted Him to save Himself, the Thief understood that He 
was the One without Whom His persecutors would cease to exist. Peter, though he had seen Christ manifest His 
godly glory at the Transfiguration, still did not understand. But the Thief in his heart understood well when Christ 
said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die” (John 
11:25). That day, the Thief gained eternal life in heaven by dying in faith, but Peter died by denouncing God 
until he would repent.  

The Thief’s plea for mercy from God reminds us that we should and must call out to God to save us from our sin. 
Even in the day of his death, the Thief still had hope because Jesus is the Hope of the Hopeless. Whereas an 
external observer would say the Thief died and Peter lived by fleeing, we know that the Thief gained eternal life 
and Peter had rejected the Lord of Life at that moment. The Thief knew that no sin, even one that brought him to 
death, was larger than the mercy of God – his name is a reminder, in that we remember him by his crime but 
laud him for his faith. God is the judge of heart and mind, and not restricted to human concepts of justice. He is 
always eager to have mercy – and when Peter repented from his denunciation of Jesus, he too was forgiven and 
became the highest bishop of the Church.  

The last lesson from the Thief is that we are reminded God is the Judge of Judges – not us. It can be difficult not 
to judge people by their pasts and appearances, but we must remember we not determine who is worthy of the 
forgiveness or blessing of the Most High God! After all, it was Sts. Peter and John, apostles and bishops, who ran 
or stood afar. It was the Thief who was pleasing to God in that moment. But the temporary lapse of Peter also did 
not define the rest of his life – with sincere repentance came perfect reconciliation!  

Like the Thief, let us seek God with spiritual eyes instead of the judgment of man. Like the Thief, let us call out to 
God at all hours, in spite of how hopeless our situations may look. Like the Thief, let us not try to replace the 
judgment of God with our own but be confident in His steadfastness! May prayers of the Thief be a rampart to 
us!  

— Article Credit: St Rafka Parish



   
Want to Advertise Your Business? 

  

 Contact Nisreen Mouammar to set up  
your advertisement today!  

  

nisreen.mouammar@gmail.com

  
 Diamond Wholesaler…. 

  
  

Northwest Diamonds & Jewelry 
  

  
 

Wady Kaldawi
(503) 222-5571
(503) 222-1344 FAX

534 SW 3rd # 216
Portland, OR 97204

wady@northwestdiamond.com

  
   

  

  
          
  

Sales - Service 
Maintenance 
Supplies

Gus & Eva Bekahi

12227 SE Stark St 
Portland, OR 97233 
 

Printers, Fax Machines, Copiers, 

(503) 255-1617 
FAX (503) 255-1626

Gibran N Zogbi
Agent
2925 SE 73rd Avenue
Hillsboro, OR, 97213
Bus 503-649-9514 Fax 503-649-1612
gibran.zogbi.qdmq@statefarm.com

karamldc.com
503-626-5272


